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Dear Minister Shkarlet, 
 
 I have been asked to write to you on behalf of the Association for Slavic, 
East European, and Eurasian Studies, the primary interdisciplinary 
organization in North America for academic study of the region. Along with 
scholars of the arts, cultures, histories, languages, linguistics, literatures, and 
politics of the region, our association counts specialists in folklore and 
folkloristics among its members. 
 
 We are informed that a proposal has been made to Ukraine’s Ministry of 
Education to end official recognition of folkloristics as a discipline. This could 
have a significant negative impact on the discipline of folkloristics and on the 
ongoing research and teaching of scholars in that field in Ukraine. On behalf of 
ASEEES, I urge you not to make this change. Attending our annual convention 
for over thirty years has shown me the energy and importance of the study of 
folklore in both Canada and the United States, and in other countries where we 
have members. What is more, my own PhD minor (the secondary field that 
enhanced my major work in Russian literature) is in Folklore, and I regularly 
teach a course on folktales and fairytales at the college where I am employed. I 
draw on conference presentations and published work from folklorists in 
Ukraine, as well as scholars of Slavic and East European folklore in North 
America and Western Europe, when I choose tales and epic songs for the 
students to read, films or music to enhance the printed texts, works of 
scholarship and theory to engage interpretation, and then additional resources 
for students who are fascinated by a work such as Hohol’s story “Viy” and want 
to pursue more specialized study. Besides the role of regular courses in 
academic folklore studies in our field, active and popular performance 
organizations based in the US and Canada bring together Ukrainian actors, 
musicians, and writers from émigré communities and from Ukraine, and these 
inspire members of their audiences to reach out to academic specialists in 
order to learn more about the traditions the performers continue and 
represent. Expertise in the study of folklore is part of a larger, interconnected 
community of practice and appreciation. 
 
 We urge you to continue to support folkloristics as a vital part of the 
scholarly system in Ukraine, as colleagues and students of the scholars and 
programs who have been contributing to our own understanding of Ukraine’s  



 
 
history and culture. They are a valued part of our international scholarly 
community, and the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian 
Studies recognizes their work with gratitude and appreciation. At this moment, 
when Ukraine has been in the news more than ever in the anglophone world, 
we feel it is particularly important for scholars and others to have access to the 
widest possible range of accurate and enlightening information about Ukraine 
and its rich culture. 
 
 We thank you for your attention to our perspective on this question. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

       
 
      Sibelan E. S. Forrester 
      Susan W. Lippincott Professor of Modern  

    and Classical Languages and Russian 
      President of ASEEES, 2021 
 


